
POW Background and Skills 
 
[Narrator]   Wally Floody, shown here with three fellow Canadians, typified the 
international flavor of the RAF.  
 
[John Cordwell]  “We had people from all over the British Commonwealth.  We also had 
Poles, and Frenchmen, and Czechoslovaks, and all sorts of people there too – they had  
placed anybody from the Royal Air Force was in that camp with us.  And a very, very 
international group of people, really.  And  the British, in their usual consistency for class 
distinction,  if you were an officer, you had to be a gentleman.  A gentleman had to have 
a profession.  So virtually all our air people were professional people.  I was an architect, 
there were lawyers, there were doctors, there were painters, there were journalists, there 
were all sorts of people there.  Every…If you think of a profession…immediately, it were 
represented there.  If you put all that talent together, in one place, it was the most foolish 
thing the Germans ever did.” 
 
 [Narrator]   One the more unique jobs parceled out by Col Clark was being assigned to 
be a “talker” – talkers had to have strong language skills.  They were to seek out the 
German guards and see who could be bribed.  Here two RAF talkers are engaging in a 
seemingly friendly conversation with two German NCO’s.  They are, in fact, setting up a 
bribe.   
 
[LtGen Clark] “ There was a lot of opportunities to get one of them aside and with a little 
barter – chocolate, cigarettes, soap  -- they were all priceless in wartime Germany.  They 
had no soap that you could call soap.  They didn’t have anything except horrible 
cigarettes; that weren’t even made out of tobacco.  And chocolate, of course, was 
unknown in Germany during the war.  So with those three barter items, we could always 
find a few Germans who were willing to take the risk and give us the information or 
items we needed, like batteries for radios, maybe a tube for a radio set.  We could 
make…We had guys in the camp who were so skilled that they could make a radio – the 
only thing they couldn’t make was the tube.  Anything else they could make, so we 
always had radios.   
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